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cancerous germs of clericalism and legitimacy as to the
obstinate provincial feeling of the Basques.

Unfortunately all the light and disordered spirits in
society, everyone who nursed a grudge or a grievance,
a fad or an appetite, clustered round the respectable
group of political visionaries who held aloft the Federal
banner. " Who gave you the right to arrest me ? "
said a thief caught in the act in the streets of Madrid ;
" are not we in a federal republic ? " Under the
cloak of Federalism all kinds of questionable, even
criminal objects were passionately pursued. Peasants
broke down enclosures, arguing that by ancient right
the land belonged to the community, and that the
labourer was entitled to a common enjoyment of the
waste or even of the harvest. The Internationale
preached the dissolution of Spain into ten thousand
powerless and autonomous communities. Every
instrument of public order, the priest, the soldier, the
policeman, was held up to opprobrium in the big sea-
coast cities by fevered companies of artisan politicians,
who flouted patriotism as a delusion and government
as a crime. So general and spontaneous an outburst
of anarchy had not been seen in any European country
since 1789. And when the disorder had been finally
mastered, there was no surplus of energy available
for the maintenance of a cause which, despite many
foul accretions, embodied the purest and most en-
lightened spirit in Spanish politics.7